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Paint Wizard  
All Types of Vehicle Body Repairs 
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Call for a No Obligation Quote 
 

07850 456696 
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Bradgate 
The 

Group Parish 
This past week I caught up with my sister-in-law, just returning to work 
from furlough.  We discussed how her company had reacted to the lock-
down period and she commented that in her industry, businesses fell 
broadly into two groups: those who had simply wanted to go back to what 
they were doing and the way they were doing it before lockdown, and 
those who had taken the time to think and be creative in shaping new 
ways of doing things.  Her observation was that the second group are 
recovering far better than the first. 
 

Of course the Church works in a very different way, but some of the 
same challenge presents itself to us at the moment: do we just want to 
go back to how we were, or are we willing to consider learning from what 
this past few months has (at times, forcibly) taught us?  The reality is, if 
we’re being very honest, that things weren’t exactly going swimmingly 
and the challenges the Church faces both locally and nationally predate 
current restrictions and changes. 
 

So what do we do? 
 

Well, the first step as churches is to pray.  We believe God has a plan 
and purpose for his Church and that he is willing to grant wisdom to help 
us navigate tough times if we ask. 
 

Second, we share the stories of what God is doing and has been doing, 
even during lockdown, so we can notice and hopefully discern through 
them how God may be shaping us for the future. 
 

Third, when we’ve prayed, listened and noticed, we decide and we step 
out in faith. 
 

As a diocese across Leicestershire at the moment we are looking to do 
those three things, focussing during the remaining months in 2020 on the 
first two.  In our services and online, we will be using resources to pray. 
There will be opportunities to tell of what God has been doing in our lives 
– from the big issues to the small moments that have stuck with you. 
 

May I invite you to visit https://leicester.anglican.org/about-us/sbgt/ to 
learn more, to find resources for your own prayer and to 
contribute your own story? You can use this QR code on 
your phone to go straight there.  
We know what Jesus has done, we need to notice what he 
is doing and learn what he wants us to do, for his glory and 
his kingdom, next. 
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PRIVATE AND  
COMMERCIAL 

 

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
 

A.B. SHERRIFF 
 

Established 1988 
 

PAINTER & 
 

DECORATOR 
 
 

42 BRADGATE DRIVE 
WIGSTON, LEICESTER 

 

Telephone 0116 288 1048 
Mobile: 07719 366 569 

Coffee & Cake News October 2020 
 

I am writing this on what could be the last few lovely days we have ex-
perienced over the summer of COVID - one thing we can be thankful for. 
The Autumnal weather will be upon us very soon and we will be spending 
more time indoors. 
I have had a nice email from the Village Hall Committee to inform us that 
it is not possible to accommodate us in the hall due to government re-
strictions and cleaning for the time being. I will let you know as soon as 
we are allowed back 
Joe Costello is still running the Zoom meetings on a Thursday at 11am 
and as we go into the winter months I think more of you would enjoy see-
ing and speaking to others. Please contact Joe on 
joe1846@hotmail.co.uk or tel 249613 for his patient instruction 
I have had a flyer put through my door by a lady who is offering Compan-
ion services and much more, you may have got the same flyer but she 
looks and sound perfect if company and help is required (Editors note -
see advert on page 9). 
Think that is it for this month hope you are all well and fingers crossed we 
are back as a group very soon Carol Ann 
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Coffee Morning Cake Recipe 

6-ingredient gooey Swedish chocolate cake (kladdkaka) 
Quite possibly the quickest, easiest, gooey-est (and so best) chocolate 
cake you'll ever make.  This has only 6 ingredients and takes only 30 
minutes to make and bake from start to finish.  A cake that is so perfect 
for serving to guests... or just scoffing at home in front on the TV! 
 

PREP TIME 10 mins   COOK TIME 20 mins 
 

INGREDIENTS  
 4¾ ounces salted butter  
 ½ cups cocoa powder (plus 1 tablespoon) unsweetened, plus extra 
for sprinkling 
 1¾ cups sugar 
 1 cup plain flour (actually, just less than a full cup, about 0.85 cups) 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
3 eggs lightly whisked 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
Pre-heat the oven to 180C/350F. Line the bottom of a 7-9 inch spring-
form cake tin with a circle of baking paper, then grease the paper and the 
sides of the pan. 
1. Melt the butter in a medium saucepan, then take off the heat and set 
aside. 
2. Add the cocoa, sugar, flour and vanilla to the butter and stir a little. 
Then add the eggs and stir everything together until well combined. 
3. Pour the mixture into the cake pan and bake for 20 to 25 minutes 
(see note below) until the top is set but the centre is still gooey (the top 
should be firm but crack under a little pressure from your finger). 
Let the cake cool in the pan, then run a knife between the pan and the 
cake to loosen it. Turn out onto a plate or cake stand (see note below). 
Dust generously with cocoa powder and serve warm with ice cream or 
cream. 

A note on which cake pan to use: 
I usually use a 9 inch spring form cake pan for this cake, but a 7 inch 
cake tin will work as well. 
You might need to make the recipe a couple of times to get the baking 
time just right (yes, it's one of those recipes, but once you've nailed it, 
you've nailed it). See below for more hints on getting your cake just right! 
Getting your cake just right 
Although this is a super quick, easy and delicious cake, it can 
'sometimes' (not always) take a bit of perfecting. If your cake still isn't 
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cooked on top after 20 minutes, keep checking it every couple of minutes 
until it is. I usually find 20 minutes is about right, but of course it depends 
on your oven/the exact size of your cake pan etc. 
You want to avoid overcooking the cake though, because then it won't be 
as deliciously gooey.  
After your cake is cooked... 
You'll find that your cake is quite delicate just after cooking. Let it cool in 
the pan, then turn it out onto a plate or cake stand. 
I usually hold a plate on the top, then invert it quickly. Your cake will then 
be on a plate, but it will be upside down. To turn it back the right way, I 
put another plate on the bottom of the cake and turn it back the right way. 
Can you make this chocolate cake gluten free? 
Yes! I officially tested this recipe using just almond flour in February 
2020. It works just as well as it does with ordinary flour. 

Tennis Club News 
 

Introducing our new Coach Rob Brig 
Rob is a very experienced coach and we are very pleased he has joined 
the club to carry on the great work Paul Nichols did whilst he was with us 
Rob has played at a very high level 
and still plays the odd doubles 
match for Boris Becker's Club in 
Germany when required. 
He has worked with the LTA organi-
sation in performance.  He is very 
excited to be joining us and has 
new ideas for the Club going for-
ward. 
 

The Group lessons are up and run-
ning on a Thursday and Saturday 
with After School Club and Cardio 
tennis.  If you are interested in 
learning a new sport, keeping fit or 
dusting off your racquet there is a 
coaching session for you in his pro-
gramme. 
He is also offering private lessons. 
Contact Rob on 07578175520 or e 
mail robbrig70@icloud.com 
The committee 

 
 

MARTIN ALLEN  
 

FLOORING &  
FRENCH  

POLISHING  
  

YOUR LOCAL 
FLOORING SPECIALIST. 

  

All timber floors laid  
  

All existing timber floors sanded 
and refinished 

  

Any colour or finish 
  

  Free quotations  - Call Martin. 
0116 2165107  

martin@martinallen.co.uk  
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Newtown Linford Choral Society  
 

The Choral Society has now opened the autumn season by re-
commencing its weekly rehearsals following a summer break.  Although 
the rehearsals cannot take place in the Village Hall as usual, they are 
instead carried out online.  This was rather odd to begin with, but now we 
find it fun to see and chat to other choir members on our home com-
puters or phones.  In addition, our director Sue issues weekly videos to 
help with the music, and also with singing techniques.  This season the 
videos will include some input by David Morris, Head of Singing at 
Loughborough Endowed Schools and ex Swingle Singer, as well as pro-
fessional soprano Ella McNamee and her brother Matthew. 
 

In the Summer Concert we normally sing a variety of popular music, such 
as songs by The Beatles or The Carpenters.  In contrast, for the Winter 
Concert we perform pieces of classical choral music, and currently the 
pieces that we’re rehearsing include compositions by a young contempo-
rary Norwegian composer, Ola Gjeilo, and 18th century Italian composer, 
Pergolesi.  Once the current pandemic is over we intend to perform these 
at a concert, accompanied by an orchestra. 
 

If anybody would like to give membership of the Choral Society a try, 
please ring Iris or I on 01530 243822, and we can tell you all about it. 
You don’t need to be able to sight read music to join, as learning tracks 
are provided to help with the notes, and you won’t need to pass an audi-
tion. 

Peter Sayer 
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Open Tues-Sat 9-4.30pm and Sun 10-1pm  
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Photos from Jan Croft of the cricket ground 

RAIN DID NOT STOP PLAY 
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Professional carpet &  
upholstery cleaning and repair 

services 
 
 Curtains cleaned in situ 
 Expert spot & stain removal 
 Guaranteed 5 year anti-stain pol-

icy 
 Hand finishing of swags & tails 
 Mattresses deep cleaned 
 Pest control, unpleasant or de-

structive pests removed 
 

Telephone 0800 328 2927 
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Information from David Snartt. 
 

COVID-19 Testing Boost in Loughborough. 
A new ‘Lighthouse Lab’ facility will be established in Leicestershire to in-
crease the UK’s COVID-19 testing capacity, in an investment creating 
400 jobs.  The UK Department of Health and Social Care’s Lighthouse 
Lab at Charnwood Campus in Loughborough is a partnership with global 
diagnostics company PerkinElmer.  It will be the seventh major lab sup-
plementing NHS labs, processing tests across the National Testing Pro-
gramme. 
 

The Lighthouse Lab network has been established to increase the num-
ber of COVID-19 tests that can take place each day.  The labs receive 
samples from care homes, COVID-19 testing centres and home testing 
kits, which are then processed by a skilled workforce from across the sci-
entific community.  The lab at Charnwood Campus aims to process 
50,000 tests per day by the end of the year and will be delivered and 
managed by PerkinElmer. 
 

Don’t forget to keep updated on all COVID-19 news, visit 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/coronavirus for all Charnwood Borough Council 
service changes and developments, useful links to NHS and government 
advice, business support, community information and more. 
 

Staying Safe From COVID-19 Scams. 
As people worry about their health, families and finances during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, unscrupulous criminals are taking full advantage of 
these fears and are preying on members of the public.  As scams that 
have been around for a while are ‘updated’ to exploit this situation, 
Leicestershire Trading Standards are warning residents to remain vigi-
lant.  The following are two of the various scams currently circulating to 
be aware of. 
 

Telephone scams: Beware of cold calls pretending to be from a trusted 
organisation – such as banks, the police, a utility provider or a computer 
company.  Trying to obtain personal or financial information, they encour-
age victims to hand over card details, or trick them into revealing PIN 
numbers or transferring money into accounts they control.  If a call wasn’t 
expected, it’s always best to hang up and find the real phone number 
from an actual bill or similar documentation. 
 

Door-to-door scams: It is the elderly and most vulnerable in our com-
munities who are targeted by criminals with cold calls on the doorstep. 
Scammers take the unsuspecting victims’ money and may also attempt 
to obtain personal information that may then be passed to other fraud-
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sters.  Recent scams include individuals turning up out of the blue with 
bogus offers to clean front doorsteps or driveways claiming this will kill off 
bacteria and help prevent the spread of coronavirus. 
 

Traders have been in local areas offering discounts for work carried out, 
particularly for home improvements and gardening work. These people 
may seem genuine, but the work is often unnecessary and substandard. 
Do say no to unwanted, or uninvited callers at the door. Do make sure 
your back door is closed and locked so no one can gain entry whilst you 
are distracted if someone knocks on your front door. Do not open the 
door if you are not sure. 
 

Shop Safe, Shop Local. 
Shop safe, shop local – that is the message from Charnwood Borough 
Council as it launches a campaign to support local businesses.  The 
Council and partners, are calling on people to support their local high 
streets and reassure them that significant steps have been taken to en-
sure visitors are safe when shopping in the Borough.  High Streets have 
extra signage to remind people of the need for social distancing and local 
businesses have introduced their own measures to ensure they are com-
plying with the latest COVID-19 guidance.  Extra cleaning is also taking 
place in some areas and pubs, cafes and restaurants have introduced a 
range of measures including test and trace. 
 

Over the coming months the Shop Safe, Stay Local campaign will be 
highlighting the steps taken to ensure our local high streets are safe 
places to visit.  They are not only safe, but also great places to visit for 
shopping, eating and going out.  For more information on the campaign, 
please visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/shopsafeshoplocal.   
 

2020 Charnwood Sports Awards. 
Charnwood Borough Council has made the difficult decision to cancel 
this year’s Charnwood Sports Awards.  The annual awards, which take 
months of planning, celebrating the achievements of sports clubs, individ-
ual athletes, coaches and volunteers across the Borough.  
 

The coronavirus has meant that many sports and activities have had to 
be put on hold during recent months, but the awards will return to cele-
brate sporting achievements next year.  
 
Rural/Farm Watch. 
I have had a meeting with the Police Sergeant for our local area, Steven 
Kilsby.  
 

He is keen to set up a rural watch scheme for the farming community and 
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like organisations such as owners of horses.  Sergeant Kilsby would be 
interested to hear views from the farming community and others as to 
how we can work together to help reduce crime in our rural areas and 
meet up with the Parish Local Policing Team on a regular basis.  He 
stated it is important that people know that there is a Local Policing Team 
as well as the 24/7 response officers.  Your Local Policing Team for the 
Parish are Police Constable Moore and Police Community Support Offi-
cer Jarvis.  
Contact details for Sergeant Kilsby  
by e-mail steven.kilsby@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk.  He is keen for resi-
dents to register their interests and also follow Charnwood Police on so-
cial media.  

Newtown Linford Cricket Club 
On behalf of everyone connected with the Club, we wanted to say a 
huge thanks to all those in the village who helped us positively avert a 
potentially catastrophic situation on 15th September when members of 
the travelling community took up temporary residence on our outfield.  
 

We feared the worst but thanks to a number of quick-thinking and sup-
portive local villagers (you know who you are) the danger dissipated 
within a couple of hours.  
 

If ever that community spirit was to come to the fore then tonight was 
that night. Thank you again to everyone involved.  
 
Please remain vigilant and stay safe. 
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BRADGATE TEAM SUNDAY SERVICES  

Online Services 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/allsaintsnewtownlinford/live 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stpetersglenfield/live 
 

DATE GLENFIELD   NEWTOWN 

4th 
October 
 
Seventeenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

 9.00am Morning Worship 

10.15am Online Service 10.30am Online Service 

4.30pm Evening Worship  

11th 
October 
 
Eighteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

  9.00am Morning Worship 

10.15am Online Service 10.30am Online Service 

4.30pm Evening Worship  

18th 
October 
 
Nineteenth Sunday 
after Trinity 

 9.00am Morning Worship 

10.15am Online Service 10.30am Online Service 

4.30pm Evening Worship  

 

25th 
October 
 

Twentieth Sunday 
after Trinity 

 9.00am Morning Worship 

10.15am Online Service 10.30am Online Service 

4.30pm Evening Worship  
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Church Contact Details 
 

Revd Richard Trethewey  
(Rector) 0116 287 1604 rich-
ard@allsaintsnewtownlinford.org.uk 
 

Revd Sharon Andrews , (Curate) 
sharon@allsaintsnewtownlinford.org.uk 
 

Hayley Moore (Church Administrator) 0116 239 3768  
office@bradgatechurches.org.uk 
www.allsaintsnewtownlinford.org.uk 
 

Church Wardens: Michele Petty, m.petty@ulverscroft.co.uk,  
    Jane Woolmer, ejwoolmer@gmail.com. 
 Regular Events - Bell ringer’s practice: Monday 8pm (cancelled) 

Website: www.allsaintsnewtownlinford.org.uk 

Funera ls  
 

30 June ~   Hilda Hough 
19 August ~   Renelle Bradley 
28 August  ~   William Cook 

 
We extend our sympathy and prayers to the family and 

friends, and pray that they may find peace through faith in  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C H U R C H  R E G I S T E R S  
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Wild flowers in All Saints’ Churchyard 
 
All Saint’s Church is now an Eco Church, and one of the parts of this is 
looking after the Churchyard in an eco friendly manner.  We have desig-
nated the area where the old beech tree used to stand as a wild flower 
area.  Since it was felled plenty of plants have decided to grow there, 
which is good, but not always what we want if the area is to look attrac-
tive, and currently thistles have taken over. 
 
Some of the questions, which would be relevant to us, and which we can 
address in the eco church land survey are: 
 

 The land at our Church is managed for the encouragement of na-
tive wildlife (birds, animals and plants) 

 We grow plants on our land that benefit birds, bees, butterflies etc 

 Our Church maintains an area of land for native wildflowers. 

 Our Church has researched and established a mowing regime 
appropriate to the conservation of the grassland and wildlife pre-
sent 

 Our Church avoids the use of harmful chemicals (pesticides, her-
bicides or fertilizers) in the man-
agement of our land (excluding 
paths and driveways) 

 Our Church participates in respon-
sible native tree planting schemes 
in accordance with guidance from 
environment professionals 

 Composting facilities are available 
on our Church land. 

 
Is there anyone in the village who is 
knowledgeable about wild flowers or who 
would like to help with the project?  We 
would be very grateful if you could let us 
know. 
 

Contact Jane Woolmer – ejwoolmer@gmail.com 
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E.W. Goddard 
& Sons 

(Established 1970) 
 
 

QUALIFIED PLUMBERS  
 

Bathroom and Tiling  
Specialists 

 
 

All Building Work  
and Renovation 

*************** 
 

305 Markfield Lane 
Markfield LE67 9PR 

 

Telephone  
01530 245316 or 0116 2311672 
07961 319908 or 07961 319907 

Linford Lades Coffee Morning Cancelled 

Some of the ladies at the Linford had got to-
gether to host a coffee morning for Macmillan 
and it was due to be held on 25th September, 
however due to Covid we have postponed this 
for later in the year. 

Apologies to those who had booked - another 
date will be set when things are more appro-
priate. All Covid rules will be complied with. 

Sarah Brown 

Recycling and offer 
 

The Church is getting new church pew cush-
ions and are offering the old blue church 

pew cushions to any one who wants them. 
Suitable for garden etc  

Contact Jane Woolmer 

 

Locally reared lamb  

For sale 
Full/ half's available 

Very low food miles 

Please contact Sam: 0774 9293249  
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Newtown Linford Neighbourhood Watch -  
A member of the Parish Council    

At the time of writing this article, August crime statistics are not yet 
available, however, over the last month we have experienced some in-
cidents.  
 

Firstly, a garden tractor was stolen from a property within our Parish. 
Heavy duty cutting equipment was used to gain entry, not just to the 
outbuilding where the item was located but through two locked field 
gates. The theft occurred overnight and appeared to be well planned. 
 

Secondly, the preschool had their social distancing cones stolen one 
Tuesday morning between 8.30 and 9am and criminal damage was 
caused to the Stag Head on Bradgate Road the same week.  He is now 
missing his lower left antler. 
 

Leicestershire Police are also appealing for dashcam footage following 
an incident which took place on Thursday 20th August at approximately 
5.30pm on Benscliffe Road, whereby a cyclist was pushed from his 
bike by a passing motorist and sustained a broken hip.  If you can help 
Police with their enquiries, please contact them on 101 quoting refer-
ence 20*435094. 
 

A number of residents have been reporting night time activity in the vil-
lage, with visitors arriving to go to Bradgate Park during dark hours and 
returning to their vehicles at dawn. 
 

I have spoken to the Charnwood West Police Team who have in-
creased overnight patrols in the area of Bradgate Road and Bracken 
Hill. 
 

Bradgate Park has also reassured me that Rangers are on site during 
these times and monitor the activities of visitors.  Anyone deemed to be 
causing a nuisance is asked to leave. However, I believe there have 
been no such reported events. 
 

Public Rights of Way are accessible at all times despite the Park being 
‘closed’ and there is nothing to stop visiting during dark hours. How-
ever, if you are concerned regarding activity in the village and believe it 
to be a Police matter, please report via 101.  Thank you. 
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01530 251312 

0116 234 0078 

Wasps * Fleas * Ants Rodents  
Bird Control * Fly Killers * Fly Screens * 

Pet Screens * Feminine Hygiene 
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Information from Leicestershire Police 
 

Rural Watch – “Working together with the rural community” 
 

Rural Watch is a free scheme set up to support communities in the fight 
against rural crime including, Churches, equestrians, rural businesses, 
farmers, clubs and societies and residents. 
 

If you live, work or visit rural communities you are our eyes and ears. 
Join our police officers and a network of people who share information 
about crimes in rural areas. 
 

The main aims of the Rural Watch scheme are to: 
 reduce local opportunities for crime and vandalism 
 reinforce community spirit so that everyone can contribute towards 

the protection of their property 
 introduce early warning systems in the farming and countryside areas 
 improve the intelligence flow between rural communities and police. 
 

Together we can actively take steps to prevent crime, report suspicious 
incidents and provide education and reassurance on the issues that mat-
ter the most to rural communities. 
 

Join Rural Watch 
To become a member of the scheme please email:  
rural.watch@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk giving your: 

Name  Address  Contact details 

You can also follow the ‘Leicestershire & Rutland Rural Crime’ Facebook 

page. 

Have you heard of Neighbourhood Link? 
 
Neighbourhood Link is a community messaging service from Leicester-
shire Police that provides news and information about policing activity or 
initiatives, crime prevention advice, as well as major incidents affecting 
your area. 
If you would like to be kept up-to-date, you can sign up to this service 
through the Leicestershire Police website by following the link on the 
homepage. Go to www.leics.police.uk 
 
Keep ‘em peeled! 
Best wishes, 
 
Hannah Shaw, Parish Council Clerk 
Tel: 01530 249945  
Email: clerk@newtownlinford.org.uk 
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NL Cricket Challenge 23rd August 2020.  We may live in an unpredict-
able world but we can still rely on cricket to provide fun and entertain-
ment.  There have been some high quality matches provided by the 1st 
team this summer as they reached the semi-finals of The Covid Cup and 
on Friday nights the ground has been buzzing with the sound of younger 
children enjoying an introduction to the sport through the ECB's All Stars 
initiative.  Of course we also had the 4th annual Village Cup for residents 
of Newtown, taking place at the end of August - a one day extravaganza 
of enthusiasm, laughs and a modest amount of talent. 
 

2020 has been full of surprises, and so it should have been expected that 
the Grey Grizzlies would turn from perennial losers to glorious victors this 
time.  Having defeated the Linford Lions in the semi-final, in the final they 
took on the Newtown Knights, who had squeezed past last year's 
champs the Bradgate Braves in the other semi.  In an exciting match 
watched by a good yet socially distanced crowd, the Grizzlies set a target 
which just proved too much for the Knights.  Congrats to captain Jay Hall 
and his team, which coincidentally featured Rev'd Richard for his third 
win in four years. 
 

Our sincere thanks to The Access Group for sponsoring the event (and 
the Lions); to the other team sponsors Athena, Cooks Midlands Ltd and 
Fusion Electrics Ltd; to the Cricket Club for hosting us; the umpires, scor-
ers and helpers; the anonymous sponsor of the hog roast; Rex for the 
shirts and to all of the players who took part with the best of humour and 
sportsmanship. 
Paddy Mulvihill and Scott Raynor 
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 News from Newtown Linford Parish Council 

 

Have you looked at the website recently? 
www.newtownlinford.org.uk 

 

Wednesday 2nd September marked one year as Parish Clerk (where 
has the time gone?) and it has certainly been a rollercoaster of events 
and activities.  I feel very settled in the role and thank everyone for their 
warm welcome and continued support. 
 

I attended my first Newtown Linford Village Cricket Competition on 
Sunday 23rd August and didn’t we all have a jolly good time?  It was 
lovely to see so many of you after so long and to put some faces to 
names of those I hadn’t yet met!  It really was a fantastic day for the 
whole community.  
 

Over recent months, residents have expressed concerns regarding the 
high speeds of vehicles travelling through the Parish and particularly, 
as they approach leaving the village along Main Street towards Shar-
pley Hill. 
 

Chairman, Sue Pritchard, has downloaded the VAS data from all units 
and has found some interesting changes to vehicle movements since 
the start of lockdown. 
 

Selected weeks from June, July and August 2020 were compared with 
the same weeks in 2019 and shows traffic flow has been more evenly 
spread throughout the day, rather than in morning and afternoon peaks.  
However, vehicle numbers have remained roughly the same. 
 

Traffic speeds do seem to have increased during the lockdown and in 
particular, motorbikes but careful consideration would be needed with 
regards possible measures that could be taken, to ensure other road 
hazards are not incurred as a result. 
 

I have contacted the Leicestershire Police Road Safety Unit and Charn-
wood NPT with a view to resurrecting the Community Speedwatch 
scheme.  If this is something you might be able to assist with by volun-
teering time in holding speed checks, please contact me via the details 
below. 
 

Resident, Claire Costello, has very kindly volunteered as Community 
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Biodiversity Champion for our Parish and has recently attended training 
provided by LCC.  Claire is hoping to form an action group to help create 
a Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) and would like to hear residents’ ideas 
on how we can conserve biodiversity in the area. 
 

In short, a BAP is a strategy for conserving and enhancing biological di-
versity in the local area.  For example, biodiversity can be enhanced 
through simple measures such as installing bat and bird boxes, insect 
and bee hotels or by allowing native wildflowers to flourish as they do on 
Markfield Lane and in the Churchyard.  The work at All Saints’ has re-
cently been awarded an Eco Church Bronze Award. 
 

Initially, Claire would like to hold a virtual meeting for any resident inter-
ested in discussing ways in which we can protect and enhance biodiver-
sity in our Parish.  If you would like to be involved or to find out more in-
formation, please contact Claire at cecostello25@gmail.com  Biodiversity 
training maybe available to anyone wishing to join Claire in her work. 
 

In the last fortnight, you’ll see from my NHW article that the Preschool 
social distancing cones were stolen from outside the Village Hall and our 
Stag Head is missing a lower antler, recorded by Police as criminal dam-
age.  Repairs will be carried out by the original sculptor, Peter Lead-
beater and the cost to replace the antler is £100. 
 

This week, I have been informed of a non-stop RTC involving a street-
light on Markfield Lane.  Did you know the Parish Council own a large 
percentage of the streetlights in the village, including all those on 
Bradgate Road, Groby Lane, Main Street and Markfield Lane? 
LCC Highways attended and the light has been cut to a stump and made 
safe.  As we have no details of those responsible, it will be the Parish 
Council’s responsibility to fund the necessary works.  If you are witness 
to such an event, vehicle registration plates are useful to us to claim 
against third parties, however, I truly hope those involved were unharmed 
and came away from the incident better than the streetlight did!  Did you 
witness the collision?  If so, please get in touch!    
 

Lastly, by popular request, Parish Councillors considered a motion and 
voted unanimously in favour of purchasing a supply of litter picking equip-
ment for use within the Parish. 
 

I am pleased to report, we now have a supply of litter pickers, bag hoops 
and bags available by prior arrangement, to residents wishing to litter 
pick.  Please note, gloves should be worn when litter picking but are not 
currently provided and volunteers should adhere to current COVID-19 
guidance when litter picking.  All equipment will be quarantined for a pe-
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riod of 72 hours and sanitised between uses. 
 

To book the use of our new equipment and to organise collection of the 
rubbish, please contact me on the details below.  
 

Thank you to all those who have expressed an interest in keeping our 
surroundings clean, tidy and rubbish free. 
 

On with more news….. 
 
Bob Bown Memorial Field 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been in contact with their ideas for the 
play park.  As previously mentioned, suggestions range from a zip line to 
a basket swing, a modular play unit for infants to a climbing wall for older 
children.  
 

Each of these suggestions are being looked into and of course, plans are 
coming together for the replacement football fencing and goals.  I hope to 
have all costings in by the end of September for Councillors to consider.  
We’ll do what we can! 
 

Remedial works will also be carried out to trees surrounding the play 
park, in the not too distant future.  We don’t expect there to be much dis-
ruption whilst work takes place.  
 

Cemetery and Churchyard 
 

The Cemetery and Churchyard are looking well maintained and continue 
to have fortnightly cuts throughout the Summer months.  
 

The Cemetery entrance and exit gates have recently been attended to by 
a contractor who has made necessary adjustments to ensure easier 
opening and closing.  I hope this helps Cemetery visitors who may have 
previously struggled. 
 

As I conclude for this month, the Government have announced a change 
in guidance as of next week, which will see a ban on gatherings above 6 
people both indoors and outdoors, with some limited exceptions.  Please 
continue to follow Government guidance including “Hands, face, space” 
and stay safe. 
 

Until next time…. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Hannah Shaw 
Parish Council Clerk 
Tel: 01530 249945 
Email: clerk@newtownlinford.org.ukI  
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Contributions to Village Magazine 
 
 

Can we have your contributions for the November 2020 issue by 15th 
October 2020 please.  Send to the Editor, Carole Heubeck,  
5 Grey Crescent, Newtown Linford (01530 244790).    
E-mail  newtownvillagemagazine@outlook.com &  
heubeck111@btinternet.com   
 

Please could you send any emails to the above email addresses.  If 
you do not receive an acknowledgement of your email within 3/4 
days - please contact Carole, the Editor direct on the above number 
to check we have received it. 
 

The opinions expressed by the contributors are not necessarily those of 
the Editors and they reserve the right to amend, shorten or not print any 
article or advertisement submitted for publication. Whilst every effort has 
been made to ensure the accuracy of the information printed in this 
magazine, and advertisements are accepted in good faith, no liability can 
be accepted for loss, damage or claim of any kind incurred by the reader 

Consult 

WALTER MILES 
(Electrical Engineers) LTD 

Est. 1928 
For All Your Electrical Requirements 

LIGHTING, HEATING, POWER, REPAIRS, RENEWALS 
AND MAINTENANCE 

Member of the Electrical Contractors’ Association and N.I.C.E.I.C 
 
Office and Works     Marshall House, West Street, Glenfield, LEICESTER,LE3 8DT 

Telephone 0116 287 2400     Fax 0116 287 2552 
E-Mail office@waltermiles.com  

Printed by Barkers Printers Leicester 0116 319 0915  

 

Booking of Village Facilities 
 
  

To book the Village Hall  
call Pat Wood on  242251 
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